
CITY OF VIROQUA

COUNCIL MINUTES

APRIL 26, 2022
1.  Roll call:

The regular meeting of the Common Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26, 2022 by Mayor Justin Running via online zoom meeting #86280642134 with Alderpersons David Tryggestad, Gregory Splinter, Joseph Ahler, Tanja Birke, Cyndy Hubbard, John Thompson, Kristal Welter and Steve Willis present.  Alderperson Ben Wilson was excused. Also present were City Clerk Lori Polhamus, Public Works Director Sarah Grainger, Library Director Trina Erickson, Police Chief Rick Niedfeldt, Randy Skinner, Tim Hundt, Angie Cina, Tom Wilson, Susan Nesbit, Gail Frie, Chris Clemens, Steve Thompson, Sarah Mayer and Kathy Doerfer.         
2. Approval of the April 19, 2022 Special Council minutes – Motion by Alderperson Welter/second by Alderperson Birke to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Voice vote all in favor.  Motion carried.
3. First period for public comment – None
4. Update from Viroqua Cemetery Association regarding tree removal operation and green burial- Gail Frie, President of the Cemetery Association, updated Council regarding the spruce tree removal due to the western beetle.  They had applied for an urban forestry grant to help defray the cost but was denied. They did receive a match from the Dyson family of 50% of the cost.  The public works department have helped with the brush removal.  Currently about 75 trees have been cut which is about 70% of the infected trees.  Fourteen replacement trees have been planted so far and the public can purchase trees for $250 in memory of someone.  Frie stated that they have taken a 12-week course on green burials and hope to make the cemetery a hybrid green burial cemetery.  The closest one is in Madison and they have had requests.  The public will be approached for input in the near future.
5. Discussion with possible action on subordination request by Felton Ford R.E. LLC for mortgage loan with WCCU – When we signed the development agreement with Felton Ford in the Viroqua Business Park, we had a mortgage filed to ensure that the developer started construction by July 1, 2022 which they have met.  Once construction has started it was specified in the agreement that the city would subordinate to the first mortgage lenders which is WCCU and remain in a security position.  Motion by Alderperson Birke/second by Alderperson Welter to approve the subordination request by Felton Ford R.E LLC.  Roll call vote all in favor. Motion carried.
6. Reappointment of Sarah Mayer to Library Board for a three-year term expiring 4/30/2025- Motion by Alderperson Hubbard/second by Alderperson Birke to approve the re-appointment of Sarah Mayer to the Library Board.  Roll call vote all in favor.  Motion carried.
7.  Operator license approvals (Public Safety)- Motion by Alderperson Thompson/second by Alderperson Welter to approve operator licenses for Jess Reed, Julia Harris, Donnamae Peters, Brian Wrobel and Erik Koepnick.  Roll call vote all in favor. Motion carried.
8.  Review and approval of Special Event Application for Viroqua Chamber Night Markets – Chamber Director Chris Clemens stated they are bringing back the night markets on June 10, July 8, August 12 and September 9 in Eckhart Park.  They plan on having music, food trucks and vendors starting at 5:00 pm until 9:00 pm each day.  Motion by Alderperson Welter/second by Alderperson Hubbard to approve the special event application.  Roll call vote all in favor.  Motion carried.
9.  Approval of Temporary Class B beer license for Viroqua Chamber Main Street Night Markets at Eckhart Park in June-October 2022 (Public Safety)- Motion by Alderperson Thompson/second by Alderperson Welter to approve the temporary Class B beer license for the night markets on June 10, July 8, August 12 and September 9 in Eckhart Park.  Roll call vote all in favor. Motion carried.
10. Approval of bid for micro-surfacing seal coating (Public Works)- we received two bids from Struck & Irwin and Fahrner.  Struck and Irwin was the low bidder at $48,003.68.  Motion by Alderperson Birke/second by Alderperson Splinter to approve the micro-surfacing seal coating bid for $48,003.68.  Roll call vote all in favor.  Motion carried.
11. Review and approval of pay request #10 for Brickl Bros. – City Hall project – Motion by Alderperson Hubbard/second by Alderperson Welter to approve pay request #10 for $319,032.76.  Roll call vote all in favor.  Motion carried.
12. Possible closed session per Wis. Stats 19.85 (1)(c) – considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governing body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility – Utility Auxilary Worker position – Motion by Alderperson Welter/second by Alderperson Birke to enter closed session at 7:30 pm.  Roll call vote all in favor.  Motion carried.
13. Reconvene in open session with possible action on items discussed during closed session – Motion by Alderperson Thompson/second by Alderperson Hubbard to reconvene in open session at 8:04 pm.  Roll call vote all in favor.  Motion carried.  Motion by Alderperson Welter/second by Alderperson Thompson to proceed with offer as discussed during closed session.  Roll call vote seven in favor, one abstention.  Motion carried.  Alderperson Ahler abstained.
14.  Payment of bills (Finance) - Motion by Alderperson Birke/second by Alderperson Hubbard to approve the payment of bills on report date 04/21/2022 in the amount of $76,814.23 and additional bills on report date 04/26/2022 for $13,242.36.  Roll call vote all in favor.  Motion carried.
15. Second Period for Public Comment – None
16.  Adjournment - Motion made by Alderperson Tryggestad/second by Alderperson Welter to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m. Voice vote all in favor.  Motion carried.
 Minutes respectfully submitted by:  Lori Polhamus, City Clerk

